
The Old Farmer’s Almanac

H o u s e h o l d

HOW MUCH DO YOU NEED?

Lumber and Nails
The amount of lumber and nails you need will depend on your project, but these guidelines will 
help you determine quantities of each.
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 Nail Sizes

The nail on the left is a 5d (five-penny) finish nail; on the 
right, 20d common. The numbers below the nail sizes indi-
cate the approximate number of nails per pound. 

Nominal  Actual Size
Size DRY OR SEASONED

1 x 3   3⁄4 x 21⁄2
1 x 4    3⁄4 x 31⁄2
1 x 6    3⁄4 x 51⁄2
1 x 8    3⁄4 x 71⁄4
1 x 10    3⁄4 x 91⁄4
1 x 12    3⁄4 x 111⁄4

Nominal  Actual Size
Size DRY OR SEASONED

2 x 3   11⁄2 x 21⁄2
2 x 4   11⁄2 x 31⁄2
2 x 6   11⁄2 x 51⁄2
2 x 8   11⁄2 x 71⁄4
2 x 10   11⁄2 x 91⁄4
2 x 12   11⁄2 x 111⁄
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